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Sri Lanka Classic Tour (8 Days  / 7Nights) 

AIRPORT – NEGOMBO 

DAY 01 

Arrival at the Bandaranayake International Airport, meet your driver/guide and transfer to the first hotel in Negombo by a luxury car. 

Visits:  

 Colonial Dutch Fort 

Close to the seafront near the lagoon mouth are the ruins of the old Dutch fort, which has a fine gateway inscribed with the date 1678. 

Also there is a green, called the Esplanade, where cricket matches are a big attraction. As the fort grounds are now occupied by the 

town’s prison, the only way you’ll get a peek inside is by committing a serious crime. You’d need to be very interested in old Dutch 

architecture to go to such lengths. 

 Dutch Canal 

The boat ride/safari that takes you along the colonial Dutch canal which runs through Waikkal, gives you snap shots of bird life, 

essentially comprising waders, stunning kingfishers, rare pied kingfishers, bee-eaters, Brahminy kites, etc. Water monitors, bearing an 

uncanny resemblance to crocodiles, are also bound to make an appearance, so keep your eye out for a glimpse! You can prolong your 

boat journey by following the canal onto the sea, where you can continue onwards to Negombo where you can stop at the town, do 

some shopping and return via boat to Waikkal. 

 2nd biggest Fish Market in Sri Lanka 

The Negombo Fishing Village, also known as the Lellama by the locals, is located across the lagoon bridge, near the Old Dutch Gate. 

The large open air fish market is the second largest in the country. It gives you an unpretentious insight into the local fisher community. 

The market is loud, vibrant and smells like fish! You will be able to witness the fishermen in hundreds of boats bringing in their daily 

catch. See how the wholesalers and restaurateurs trade and watch the packing and loading of fish for distribution across the country as 

well as for export – worldwide. The retail area is a bustling hive of activity – with customers negotiating prices with mom and pop fish 

vendors. 

NEGOMBO - PINNAWALA - DAMBULLA - SIGIRIYA 

DAY 02 

After breakfast,  

 Negombo City Sightseeing 
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Negombo has a small port, and its economy is mainly based on tourism and its centuries-old fishing industry. As Negombo is a 

traditional fishing town in Sri Lanka, it is no wonder the town is a gourmet food lover’s paradise with plenty of fresh seafood available. 

Negombo also produces spices, ceramics and brassware. The town has a majority of Roman Catholics along with Buddhists, Hindus 

and Muslims while it has been given the name “Little Rome” due to the highly ornate Portuguese-era Roman Catholic churches found 

within the township. The town has several buildings that date back to the Dutch and Portuguese colonial era. Attractions in the city 

include the old Dutch fort gate built in 1672 now a part of the prison, the Dutch Canal which was then a supply route to the Dutch 

administration, old churches and fishing villages. The 100 km long canal running through the town is still being used and is an attraction 

for those who want to see the country from a different perspective. 

Then leave for Sigiriya. On the way visit the  

 Pinnawala Elephant Orphanage 

It is established in 1975 as place for shelter and cares the wounded elephants and abandoned baby elephants found in jungle. This is 

covered an area over 24 acre land. It was under the department of Department of Wildlife but now under the National Zoological 

Garden. The main daily activities taken place in the Pinnawala Elephant Orphanage are feeding milk to baby elephants and the bathing 

sessions 

 Dambulla Cave Temple (UNESCO HERITAGE SITE) 

Dambulla Cave Temple located at an elevation of 1118 feet from the sea level raises a massive rock from the surrounding plains of 

Dambulla of 600 feet high and over 2000 feet in length. It is home to the world’s most acclaimed cave complex of magnificent Buddha 

Images and Rock Paintings of vivid colors and shapes constructed and painted from around 2nd Century BC (Anuradhapura era ) and 

continued up to the Kandyan era of the 18th Century. The five main temple caves cover over 1000 square meters and were formed out 

of a deep cavern, part natural and part excavated. One cave consists of a reclining Buddha over 15 meters in length and another holds 

50 statues in a variety of positions and is decorated in glowing colors. The ceiling of this ancient monastery is covered with colorful 

frescoes. Long strips of narrative paintings depict episodes of a story such as the life of Buddha or the coming of Buddhism to Sri 

Lanka. 

SIGIRIYA - MINNERIYA - SIGIRIYA 

DAY 03 

After breakfast visit, 

 

 Sigiriya Rock Fortress (UNESCO HERITAGE SITE) 

Sigiriya is an archaeological site in North Central Sri Lanka. It contains the ruins of an ancient palace complex, built during the region of 

King Kasyapa (477AD - 495 AD). It is one of the 7 UNESCO world heritage sites in Sri Lanka and is one of the most popular tourist 

destinations. The Sigiriya site consists of a 180m tall granite rock, whose sides are so steep that at some points the top overhangs the 

base. At the top of the site there is a palace complex. The ruins of various chambers, stairways and pools can be seen there. A stone 

stairway is leading from the base to the top of the mountain. About half way there is a pair giant pair of lions paws which is in fact the 
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ruin of a huge head of a lion whose open mouth served as the entrance to the royal palace. Surrounding the palace complex are the 

ruins of a garden complex consisting of two moats and various pools. 

 

 Minneriya National Park 

Minneriya National Park was designated as a national park on 12 August 1997, having been originally declared as a wildlife sanctuary 

in 1938. The reason for declaring the area as protected is to protect the catchment of Minneriya tank and the wildlife of the surrounding 

area. The park is a dry season feeding ground for the elephant population dwelling in forests of Matale, Polonnaruwa, and Trincomalee 

districts. Along with Kaudulla and Girithale, Minneriya forms one of the 70 Important Bird Areas (IBAs) of Sri Lanka. Large numbers of 

Sri Lankan elephants are attracted to grass fields on the edges of the reservoir during the dry season. The Minneriya tank contributes to 

sustain this large herd. Elephants gathered here are numbering around 150-200.  Some reports account the number of elephants to as 

high as 700. They migrate here from Wasgamuwa National Park and benefit from the food and shelter of the park's forest. Tourists visit 

Minneriya largely because of elephants, especially in dry season. 

SIGIRIYA - MATALE - KANDY 

DAY 04 

After breakfast leave for Kandy. On the way visit, 

 Spice Garden in Matale 

During past history Sri Lanka known as Taprobane, was world renowned for its Quality Spices. In the 16th century Ceylon, as it was 

then known, was discovered by Portuguese who soon began trading in cinnamon and other spices. The Dutch and British followed 

bringing with them their own history and influences, forming a strong Western presence which created a history of food expressed with 

spices which can be tasted in the dishes today. Spices are an essential element of the cuisine of Sri Lanka and the Ayurvedic tradition 

and a visit to a garden highlights the cultivation of these substances and is an excellent way to discover new uses of certain well known 

ingredients. Find cinnamon, cloves, nutmeg, vanilla, cardamom and black pepper, to name a few. Europeans can buy the products in 

their natural state or in the form of oils and potions that are used by Ayurvedic medicine. 

On arrival to Kandy visit, 

 Kandy Temple of the Tooth (UNESCO HERITAGE SITE) 

The Temple of the Tooth Relic, Sri Dalada Maligawa in Kandy, is the most prominent and sacred Buddhist shrine in Sri Lanka, maybe 

even in the world. The relic of the tooth is kept in a two-story inner shrine fronted by two large elephant tusks. The relic rests on a solid 

gold lotus flower, encased in jewelled caskets that sit on a throne. The temple is connected to the Pattiripuwa (Octagon) tower, built in 

1803, that was originally a prison, but now houses a collection of palm-leaf manuscripts. The king's palace is also in the temple 

compound.  

 Traditional Cultural Show 
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With elaborate costumes, gyrating dance moves and show-stopping, fire-breathing stunts, a Kandyan dance performance is one of the 

defining experiences of a stay in Kandy. Calling it a traditional Kandyan dance performance is something of a misnomer as the shows 

are very much aimed at audience entertainment and contain dance routines and costumes from across the country, including the 

famous ‘devil’ dances of the west coast (which are very hard to see in their home region). 

KANDY - NUWARA ELIYA 

DAY 05 

After breakfast visit, 

 Kandy Botanical Garden 

The Botanical Garden in Peredeniya is Sri Lanka’s largest garden sitting on  elegant and spacious 147-acres (60-hectares). Plenty of 

time is needed to stroll Peradeniya’s imposing Avenue of Royal Palms. There are some 4,000 different species of plants at Peradeniya 

Gardens. The 10,000 or so trees, which are the stars, are mature, lofty giants, many of them tropical timber trees. Highlights of the 

collection include the Giant Bamboo of Burma, capable of growing to 40 meters height (130 feet) with a 25-centimetre (10-inch) stem 

diameter. And it can grow by a rapid 30 centimeters a day (12 inches). Absolutely sensational is the century old giant Javan fig tree, its 

tentacle like roots spread across the enormous area of about 1,800 square meters (19,375 square feet) a massive central trunk 

beneath the tree’s vast canopy ‘umbrella’. The Cannonball tree is also intriguing, with its cannonball-like fruit hanging off the trunk and 

large open, waxy pink-white flowers. So is the Double Coconut Palm, one of 200 types of palms displayed at Peradeniya – originating 

from the Seychelles, this tree produces the largest seed known. Its fruits take five years to mature. The gardens showcase all of Sri 

Lanka’s flora and representative species from around the tropical world. Luminaries as varied as Queen Elizabeth II, Marshal Tito and 

Yuri Gugarin have planted trees to mark their visits to the garden. 

Then go on a scenic journey through the hill country leaving for Nuwara Eliya (optional by train). Visit,  

 Tea Plantations & Tea Factory 

Tea plantation and tea factory. No visit to the hill country is complete without a visit to a tea estate, where you can view the vibrant 

green fields of tea which for so many people epitomize the image of Sri Lanka. Surrounded by the breathtaking, idyllic landscape, you 

will also get a chance to taste and purchase some of the world’s finest tea. Nuwara Eliya situated at around 2000 m above sea level 

and surrounded by lush tea plantations. Nuwara Eliya is the main hill resort of Sri Lanka and the heart of the tea industry. This city with 

an elevation of 6200 meters is the highest in Sri Lanka. Once a pleasure retreats of the European planters the town, is still very much 

an English town with many English style bungalows and buildings. Some of the finest teas in the world are produced here, and the 

process is unchanged from Victorian times, and you can follow it through from picking, drying and crushing to fermenting, packing, and 

especially tasting and buying. 

On arrival go on a Nuwara Eliya (Little England) Sightseeing tour. Visit,  

 Lake Gregory 
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Gregory Lake is located about one kilometre away from Nuwara Eliya town and built during the year 1874 by the governor Gregory. By 

stopping the “Thalagala” stream which starts from the “Piduruthalagala” mountain. It is believed that the main intention of building this 

Lake is to generate Electricity  to the town. The water was taken away up to a place called “black pool” using a tunnel and has 

generated Electricity there 

 NUWARA ELIYA - KITULGALA - MIRISSA 

DAY 06 

After breakfast Mirissa. On the way visit,  

 Kitulgala White Water Rafting (optional Rainforest Trekking) 

Experience White Water Rafting in the picturesque Kelani River, covering 5 major rapids and 4 minor rapids. This activity is for anyone 

above the age of 10 years with safety gear, modern rafts, and a comprehensive safety briefing will be given by our white water rafting 

instructors beforehand. The distance covered is around 5 km. The river and its surrounding will make you feel enchanted, with a 

memorable experience during your White Water Rafting Tour in Kithulagala. 

 

 The Bridge on the River Kwai (film location) 

The first of David Lean’s large-scale epics, The Bridge On The River Kwai was filmed not in Thailand, where the real bridge still stands, 

but on location in Sri Lanka, the large island in the Indian Ocean off the southern coast of India.425 feet long, rising 90 feet above the 

water and supposedly costing a phenomenal quarter of a million dollars, Lean’s bridge was built at a small community called Kitulgala 

on the Masleliya Oya, a tributary of the Kelani River, between the Sri Lankan capital Colombo and Kandy. The concrete foundations 

built for the production can still be seen on the river bank. After controversial plans to build a dam in the area were revealed, there are 

plans to minimise potential damage to tourism by rebuilding the bridge set, using original drawings and photos. 

Then proceed to Mirissa in a Scenic Journey along the South Coast Beaches.  

 MIRISSA - GALLE - MIRISSA 

DAY 07 

Today visit,  

 Whale Watching off Mirissa Beach 

Whale and dolphin watching in Mirissa is one of the most exciting water activities you can do in Sri Lanka during your holiday. Mirissa is 

the best place to start your whale and dolphin watching tour in Sri Lanka. In the warm Indian Ocean you can see Blue whales, Bryde´s 
whales, Sperm whales, Fin whales, sometimes Killer whales, and Common dolphins, Bottlenose dolphins, Spinner dolphins, Risso's 

dolphins and Striped dolphins. Sometimes you also can see turtles and various fish species, for example Bluefin tuna and flying fish. 
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 Dutch Fort in Galle (UNESCO HERITAGE SITE) 

Galle is a bustling provincial capital and administrative centre for the South. Once a port, Galle was Sri Lanka ’s first international 

commerce and trade centre, and the streets are still awash with a cosmopolitan range of goods available to buy in exotic markets and 

quirky art galleries. The Dutch presence is still visible in Galle, and should you want to retrace the footsteps of the Dutch rule, let our 

guide give you the tour of the Old Dutch fort (a UNESCO World Heritage site), the Dutch Government House, the former New Oriental 

Hotel (built in 1684), the old bell tower, and the Dutch tide-based sewage system. 

MIRISSA - AIRPORT 

DAY 08 

After breakfast transfer along the West Coast back to the airport 

 Optional Colombo Sightseeing / Shopping 

Colombo is the commercial capital and largest city of Sri Lanka. It is the financial centre of the island and a popular tourist destination. 

In Colombo you will see a fascinating mix of old and new, with a central cluster of high-rise office blocks and hotels overshadowing red-

tiled colonial-era buildings and sprawling street markets which overflow with high piled fruit and vegetables, colorful silks and cottons, 

and deliciously fragrant spices. In Colombo you can see the colorful street markets, colonial- era buildings, museums and galleries, 

churches, mosques and temples. 

Travel Agent Information 

We are flexible in our approach and are happy to review and provide recommendations on your own suggested tour programme 

 No Limit on Groups Sizes (01 - 99+ pax) 

 Accommodation options are ranging from budget hotels to luxury and boutique resorts 

 All meal plans available; including special dietary (DBML / GFML), vegetarian and/or vegan meal plans 

 Private Transportation by limousine, mini van and/or bus 

 Experienced, multi-lingual drivers and tour guides 

Sri Holidays Travel Service 
T: 0094312222400 
M: 0094773866315 

WhatsApp/Viber/IMO : 0094 773 866 315 

B2B 
Web:https://www.sri-holidays.com 

B2C 
Web:https://www.go-lanka.com 

Web:http://www.lanka-holidays.com 
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